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Arnie can help in this while you and Bob dig. Work very
carefully, so as not to break any tender article: if the mound is
large, you should begin in the same way from the top, and work
down until you are sure the strata have not been disturbed: i.e.
if you find pure clay with no admixture of earth, you may be
certain that it has not been moved. You may discover the whole
mound to be natural (you say it is 'unnatural', most archaeo-
logists use 'artificial') in which case only the upper three feet
need be dug supposing it is a large mound. You see I am trying
to advise something for every case. In a small barrow 4-8 feet
high, the articles would probably not be more than two feet from
the body on each side: to search further out is an energetic course
which occasionally repays itself, but not as a rule. It might be
worth while trying to obtain some of those 'bayonets'. I think
they are preserved in the village, unless those preserved are real
bayonets, dating from 60-70 years back. They will probably not
be so old as the civil war, although it is possible that they might
be. I should advise you to find out where they were discovered,
and why they dug there, and at what depth they lay. You should
be able to draw conclusions from the answers to these questions.
Let me know how the matter progresses, and unless it is very
light soil, use small spades. Keep an accurate account of your
progress, and mark on a plan where each important article is
found. You have my best wishes for success. Don't give up at
once if you don't find anything. Digging is an excellent exercise,

[In a second letter, on the same subject, to his brother Bob he
enjoins him to write down everything on the spot 'and I will
refer to Woolley'. Lawrence had got to know Leonard Woolley
through his interest in ancient pottery, at which he had been
working in the Ashmolean Museum.]

4:   TO   HIS   MOTHER
Friday August 24. 1906                                                           DinarJ
[11 lines omitted]  My ride to Foug&res was very pleasant: part
of it lay through woods where it was deliciously cool; (it was the